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Good morning friends.  It’s great it is to be together again.  Would you please stand up, look around and introduce yourself to someone you don’t know?  And if you know everyone around you, give someone you know and love a hug.  Excellent.

Last Sunday we saw God use Aaron and Hur in a unique way as the support system Moses needed to carry out his unique calling from God.  And this is how God has interwoven, interconnected, interrelated, and called into interdependence you and me, with Him and with one another as we live out our Mission to LOVE GOD, LOVE PEOPLE, AND SERVE OUR WORLD.

Together Moses, Aaron, Hur, Joshua and the Israelites were able to do together what none of them could ever do alone … and the same is true for you and me in the Body of Jesus Christ, the Church today.  And this is the truth that ushers into EXODUS 18 … the last chapter of EXODUS before the Israelites get to Mt. Sinai where Moses receives the Ten Commandments.  Here’s how Chris Juby summarizes these 27 verses on Twitter …

Moses’ father-in-law Jethro came and offered sacrifices to God.  He suggested that Moses appoint leaders to help him judge the people.

- www.biblesummary.info/exodus

I’ve asked Daniel Kassahn to read EXODUS 18 for us this morning.  Daniel is third year, undergraduate a Biblical Studies major at GFU, and he and his wife Virginia and their children Isaiah and Midelyne began attending 2nd Street a couple of years ago now.  Daniel and Virginia both serve as teachers in our NW Adventures Sunday School class, which is held during the first service for our children 2nd through 5th grade. 

EXODUS 18:1-27 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

1 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt.
2 Now Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her home,
3 along with her two sons.  The name of the one was Gershom (for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land”),
4 and the name of the other, Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”).
5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at the mountain of God.
6 And when he sent word to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her,”
7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him.  And they asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent.
8 Then Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them in the way, and how the LORD had delivered them.
9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the LORD had done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians.
10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians.
11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods, because in this affair they dealt arrogantly with the people.”
12 And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.
13 The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning till evening.
14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for the people?  Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till evening?”
15 And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God;
16 when they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, and I make them know the statutes of God and His laws.”
17 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good.
18 You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you.  You are not able to do it alone.
19 Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you!  You shall represent the people before God and bring their cases to God,
20 and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk and what they must do.
21 Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.
22 And let them judge the people at all times.  Every great matter they shall bring to you, but any small matter they shall decide themselves.  So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you.
23 If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace.”
24 So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said.
25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.
26 And they judged the people at all times.  Any hard case they brought to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves.
27 Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went away to his own country.

Thanks Daniel.  We last saw Moses’ family in EXODUS 4, when they’d gone with him back to Egypt to be reunited with his brother and sister Aaron and Hur, and with his people, the Jews.  And now, here in EXODUS 18:1-6 Moses is re-united with his wife Zipporah and their sons Gershom and Eliezer.  Many months had gone by, perhaps even several years, during the plagues, and then during the first part of the Exodus … so exactly when did Zipporah’s dad, Jethro, come and take Zipporah and she and Moses’ sons back to their home in Midian, as we read here in EXODUS 18:1-2?

The Bible leaves us a gap of information here.  But Jewish Rabbinical Teachings suggest that it’s logical to conclude that it was Aaron who convinced Moses to send Zipporah and the boys back home after the incidents described in EXODUS 4.  And yet it seems like this decision would have sent some pretty mixed messages to the Jews as to whether or not Moses had really been sent by God to Egypt to set them free.  Picture Moses saying …

“Trust me.  God is going to lead you out of your slavery here to a safer place.  But for now I’m going to send my wife and sons back to where we used to live because I want them to be in a safer place.”  

That would have been some BAD EXODUS MARKETING.  In other words, I don’t see that strategy helping Moses convince anyone that God had sent him to Egypt.  I mean, clearly Moses wanted his family with him, or he wouldn’t have brought them with him to Egypt in the first place.  We know, from EXODUS 4:27 that Aaron had gone out toward Midian to meet Moses and his family in advance of their arrival in Egypt – and so to me, it makes sense that Aaron was the one who dissuaded Moses from bringing his family the rest of the way.  So after the strange events regarding the circumcision of Moses’ sons in EXODUS 4, it seems like Moses went along with Aaron’s apparent suggestion and sent his family back to Midian to be cared for by his father-in-law Jethro, but also with the belier that someday they’d be reunited.

We always hear sad stories about husbands or wives not getting along with their mothers-in-laws or fathers-in-laws, but clearly Moses had a special and unique relationship with his father-in-law Jethro.  Jethro’s name means Excellency and is more than likely his title as a Priest, but not his common name.  Jethro’s common name, Reuel, used in EXODUS 2:18 and in NUMBERS 10:29 means friend of God.  And even though Moses was raised in all the wisdom and education of Egypt (cf., ACTS 7:22), here in EXODUS 18 we find out that Moses learned more about practical, spiritual leadership from his father-in-law, Jethro, the shepherd priest of Midian than from all the education he’d received in Egypt.

Remember, that Moses had lived with Jethro and his family for 40 years, tending Jethro’s flocks in the Midian wilderness, learning to lead, shepherd, guard, and guide a flock.  But gang, the beauty of being a follower of God is that the lessons just keep coming.  And so while Moses no doubt, learned a lot from Jethro during those 40 years on the backside of the wilderness –there were still more to learn.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

God calls His followers to be life-long learners … which requires that we cultivate humility, and teachable spirits.

But no matter what happened at that unnamed spot in the road only called “a lodging place” in Scripture (EXODUS 4:24), Zipporah, Gershom and Eliezer had gone back to Midian, and now Jethro is bringing them back to Moses.

Moses’ son’s names, Gershom and Eliezer speak prophetically of the fact that Israel would be divided into two kingdoms roughly 390 years after the Exodus, which began around 1,312 B.C.  This was when King David’s grandson Rehoboam became the King of Judah, the southern Kingdom, which included Bethlehem where Jesus was born, and Jerusalem where Jesus died and was resurrected, and when Jeroboam, from the Jewish Tribe of Ephraim, became the King of Israel, the northern Kingdom, which included Nazareth and the Sea of Galilee where Jesus Christ grew up as a boy.

EXODUS 18:3 tells us Gershom’s name means, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.”  And within 40 after the Jews rejected Jesus Christ as their Messiah, roughly 1,950 years ago now, they lost their homeland for almost two centuries and were scattered by the winds of persecution into the four corners of the world … literally becoming sojourners in a foreign land.  And yet amazingly, even without a home, and for nearly 2,000 years, the Jews kept their identity.

And how the Jews were able to keep their identity through all this scattering, sojourning, and persecution, is revealed in the name Moses gave his second son, Eleizer, whose name means, “The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh.”  Because even though the Jews have been scattered, and persecuted to the ends of the earth by Nazis, Catholics, Protestants, Muslims, and Palestinians … they’ve survived and been able to keep their identity because they’ve also kept believing that God is their Father, their Helper, and their Deliverer, from Pharaoh and from anyone else who ever came against them.

Just like Jethro, the Gentile priest of Midian, brought Zipporah, Gershom and Eliezer back with Moses, in The New Testament, in ROMANS 11:11, the Apostle Paul boldly declares that God will use the Gentiles, that is the church, you and me, to provoke His people the Jews to jealousy of our relationship with God, so that their hearts will warm up to the desire to return home to knowing Him and serving Him as their first love and finally accept Jesus Christ as their Messiah, as Emmanuel, God With Us.

We read and hear the word priest often today, and it’s even used often in both The Old and New Testaments.  But up until this time in The Old Testament, the word priest hadn’t been used much … and so it was a relatively new concept.

I love vv. 7-12 where we read that Jethro praises God when he hears Moses tell him the story of what God had done.  I mean, Jethro was there at the beginning when Moses was wrestling with the call God gave him in Egypt and then again at the burning bush to lead the Jews out of Egypt.  And so it’s awesome that now Jethro gets to hear how God stayed true to the promises He’d made to Moses about how He would lead His people out of slavery in Egypt if Moses would just surrender to His will, even though it was scary to him, and he still probably had more questions than answers.

I’m grateful that in describing the months and perhaps years since Moses had last been with Jethro, that Moses gave him an honest report of what had happened, describing both the difficulties and the ways he’d seen God’s deliverance and redemption.  Because gang, this is the way our life with God really plays out, right?  It’s not all RAINBOWS AND PUPPIES, and neither is it all DOOM AND GLOOM.  This with-God life that He calls into with Him is a mixture of PAIN AND GRACE, of CONNECTION AND FEELING DISCONNECTION, of TRUST AND FEAR, and of GOD’S GLORIOUS PRESENCE, AND WHAT SEEMS TO BE GOD’S PAINFUL ABSENCE, or at least GOD’S SILENCE.

And as Jethro heard Moses tell the story of his faithfulness to God, and of God’s faithfulness to him, Jethro was brought closer to God than he’d ever been before, and he saw the truth of God, and God’s character and God’s will, with greater clarity than he’d ever had before.  And gang, this is how God wants to use your with-God stories, and my with-God stories in the lives of other people today.

Remember a Sunday morning a couple of months ago when four folks from 2nd Street shared their hearts and stories with us?

· TERRY CARLSON … shared with us how God used his transformation in Jesus Christ to help lead his sister into a relationship with Him before her death from cancer.

· ELIZABETH BERG … shared with us how God led her out of the fear and pain of a kidnapping into the wholeness of a healing relationship with Him … teaching her how to once again trust God and others.
· SCOTT WINTER … shared with us how God led him through a career transition, bringing him to new places of hope and faithfulness.

· HEIDI HOPKINS … shared with us how God has given her a heart for her neighbors and for her neighborhood, and what it means to really live out the Gospel with others.
	
I love seeing in v. 12 how this time of fellowship and encouragement Moses and Jethro shared, led them to a time of worship and sacrifice, and then to a time of sharing a meal with their other friends.



EXODUS 18:12 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

12 And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law before God.

Last Sunday we had a potluck after second service – a time to connect and share our lives with one another.  We’re going to do that more often and more regularly than we’ve done it in the past because it’s vital that we share with each other what God is doing in our lives.  When we’re together, on Sundays, and in one another’s homes, and in missional community groups, and when we’re serving together, let’s never be afraid to ask one another things like …

“What’s God doing in your life right now?”
“What trials is God bringing you through?”
“What’s God been teaching you lately?”

As you know, it takes real relationships with other people to be able to ask one another these kinds of questions.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2

Our relationship with God must be the primary, driving relationship in our lives.  But our relationships with other people are also vitally important to our spiritual growth and transformation.  We desperately need God and one another.

And out of this kind of relationship-building that God wants to see happen between us and Him and between us and one another, grow the building-blocks of real spiritual maturity … things like transparency, sharing, encouragement, correction, pruning, prayer, tough questions, true answers, confession, worship, and sacrifice.

Like I’ve shared with you before in our study of EXODUS, it’s been estimated by Biblical scholars that approximately 2.5 million people left Egypt in the Exodus.  Think about this with me for a minute … within a city of 2.5 million people, wouldn’t you expect there to be problems, people not getting along, people breaking the law, and lawsuits?  I mean, Newberg has a few people less than that and we’ve got all that stuff … and so does whatever town you call home!  And all these people were taking their problems to Moses.

This judging of people’s hard situations is taking all of Moses’ attention from morning until night.  And while yes, Moses was wise and discerning about how to listen to people and listen to God and then help settle disputes, it was crazy for him to take all that responsibility onto himself.  So Jethro notices what’s going on, and the struggles Moses is having as just one man trying to do it all, and he offers Moses some powerful advice that actually goes on through v. 23 … advice which reminds me something the great 20th-Century American pastor-teacher, and evangelist, D.L. Moody said …

“I’d rather put 1,000 people to work than to try and do the work of 1,000 people.”

And Moody’s counsel is the counsel Jethro gave Moses … the truth that effective ministry always involves teams, and delegation, and a teachable spirit.  I believe that if Moses had jealously tried to hang onto and control everything, the Nation of Israel would have dispersed pretty quickly out into the desert.  But Moses remained humble and teachable.  Great qualities to always look for in a leader.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ remain humble and teachable while waiting for God’s promises and miracles to come to pass.  It’s during this time that God teaches His followers faithfulness. 

It’s awesome to see the couple of things Moses is doing that Jethro tells him to continue doing … look with me at parts of vv. 15-20 …

EXODUS 18:15-20 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

15-20 EXCERPTS [Moses] “Because the people come to me to inquire of God … I make them know the statutes of God and His laws.” … [Jethro] “You shall represent the people before God and bring their cases to God, and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk and what they must do.” [emphasis added]

Moses was clear that he was just the middleman and that the people were really coming to God with their problems.  And Jethro said, “Keep doing that.”  And Moses taught the people God’s truths and God’s Word as a way to help them bring their lives and their choices into alignment with God’s plans for their lives.  And Jethro said, “Keep doing that.”

In v. 21 we see God telling Moses what to look for in the character, in the interior life, and in the priorities of the people he asks to step into leadership …

EXODUS 18:21 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

21 Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy, and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.

LISTEN TO ME:  Only particular people were ready for this work God laid out, and delegation often fails because the job isn’t put into the hands of able, godly people.  

ILLUSTRATION … 2nd Street’s Nominating Committee has the responsibility of working with our elders, and with you as the congregation, to select people from among us to serve as elders … praying, and discerning God’s plans to have two new people serve as elders in our body as two current elders rotate off at the end of their three year terms.

If you’re contacted by someone from the Nominating Committee, know that they didn’t just pull your name out of a hat.  So please, take their request seriously, and prayerfully consider whether God wants you to lead in this way among us. They’re asking you to consider serving as one of our elders because they see in you the things that God identifies in His Word as important for elders to have.

There are other places in The New Testament where character lists for leaders such as the one here in EXODUS 18 are found … where God lists out for us the character traits He wants to see evident, growing, and being pursued in the lives of those He desires to use to lead and serve.  One of these places is ACTS 6.

ACTS 6:3b [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

3b … pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit, and of wisdom.

You may have noticed that in many of these portions of God’s Word, when referring to who can live out these leadership gifts among God’s church, men are mentioned but women are not.  Here at 2nd Street, along with many other Christian churches and denominations, believe that this is due to the cultural realities of the day and not to any gifting or ministry prohibition God has placed on women because they were born women.  This is why we female pastors on our staff, and why we have female elders serving among us.  Throughout God’s Word we see women teaching, prophesying, shepherding, and leading.

In TITUS 2:3 the Apostle Paul gives instruction to presbytis (πρεσβῦτις) female elders about living their lives as spiritual leaders and elders among them flock … but this word presbytis is most often pejoratively, and incorrectly translated “aged women” or “older women”.  Back to ACTS 6:3 …  “good repute, full of the Spirit, and of wisdom” … here’s how these three important characteristics are rendered in other various Bible translations and paraphrases …

ACTS 6:3

· well respected, of good standing, trusted by all
· filled up with the Holy Spirit 
· filled up with wisdom, and grounded in good sense

I also love the wise counsel about the kind of people, the kind of hearts, and the kind of character God is looking for that the Apostle Paul gives to his young protégé, Timothy, the pastor-teacher of the church at Ephesus in SECOND TIMOTHY 2 …

SECOND TIMOTHY 2:1-2 [NEW CENTURY VERSION]

1-2 You then, Timothy, my child, be strong in the grace we have in Christ Jesus.  You should teach people whom you can trust the things you and many others have heard me say.  Then they will be able to teach others.

Gang, our lives are always teaching the things of this world, OR they’re always the things of God.  And because of this truth, God wants to make sure that the people who are representing Him, are teaching His thoughts, His words, His actions, and His priorities.  And again, this isn’t about SPIRITUAL PERFECTION … as though that can even exist in this lifetime … it’s about where our hearts and minds are as followers of Jesus Christ and what our goals are and about what we’re aiming at and where we’re heading.  When God lists out what He wants Moses to look for in leaders in EXODUS 18:21, he focuses on three critical things …

EXODUS 18:21b [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

21b  … who fear God, who are trustworthy, and hate a bribe …

FIRST, God wants people to serve Him and represent Him whose lives are centered on Him … people living their lives in awe and in reverence of God.  It’s a great responsibility to be a representative of God – and at times it makes me want to cry because I’m such a lousy representative.  God wants to see in His leaders an earnest desire to want to please Him with everything we are and everything we do, not out of terror, but out of awe, respect, love, and honor of the God we’re surrendering our lives to.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 4

The Greatest Commandment isn’t to “fear God,” it’s to “love God,” (DEUTERONOMY 6:5; MATTHEW 22:37), and learning to center our lives in Him.

SECOND, God wants people to serve Him and represent Him who are full of truth, and this means, that God is calling us to be real and genuine before Him and before one another.  We can’t have a public self and a private self.  There must be just one of us, and that one of us must be given fully over to God and to God’s plans for our lives.

ILLUSTRATION … A couple of years ago we were stunned to see the full story of Eliot Spitzer unfold.  A New York politician who touted himself as a champion of justice and righteousness – going after mobsters, Wall Street thieves, and prostitute rings.  And then we found out that Spitzer been hooking up with prostitutes for ten years.

I didn’t come here this morning to wag my finger at Eliot Spitzer, but only to look at his life as an example of the solid truth that sometimes we’re not a whole lot better.  In the days and weeks following Spitzer’s outing, we heard TV and radio pundits rail on him as a phony and question how anybody in his position could do what he’d done … and secretly I kept finding myself thinking inside …

“Are you kidding?  We all know how!”  Secretly I know that I’ve got boatloads of wickedness in my heart.  I heard a lot of sympathy towards Mrs. Spitzer, their teenage daughters.  And I was all for that, but I also kept finding myself praying for Eliot and for the prostitutes he’d been meeting with, praying that they might be broken enough by the truth of their stories coming out to come home to God.

Friends, truth is a huge key to maturity.  No wonder the Apostle Paul writes in EPHESIANS 4:15, “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him, who is the head, Christ.”

· FIRST, God is looking for folks who live reverently before Him.
· SECOND, God is looking for folks who live genuinely before Him. 

THIRD, God is looking for people who will serve Him and represent Him, who are selfless … who don’t base their decisions on what they’re going to get out of it, but on what is right.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul describes this life God calls us to …

PHILIPPIANS 2:3-4 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

3-4 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

I love EXODUS 18:23 …

EXODUS 18:23a [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

23a If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to endure …” [emphasis added]

Getting the right people serving in the right places in the church and out in the world will bring endurance, stick-to-itiveness strength, determination, consistency, and follow through.  And this is what I want to see happening here at 2nd Street … and I believe it’s what many of you want too.  And so this is what we’ve got to pursue together as we seek out who will lead and serve among us.  Look at EXODUS 18:24-27 … because it’s here that we see Moses wisely following Jethro’s instruction … and Moses and everyone else benefits from Moses remaining humble and teachable.

EXODUS 18:24-27 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said.
25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.
26 And they judged the people at all times.  Any hard case they brought to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves.
27 Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went away to his own country.

When God freed Moses up by putting all these folks into leadership, some serving over small groups, and others over large groups, Moses actually freed up to live out the goals the Apostle Luke identified for the Apostles in ACTS 6:4.  And I believe that as 2nd Street is attentive to these principles today … these principles of each of us serving where we’re called to serve, that it will free me and others among our flock up to be attentive to the same things Moses and The New Testament Apostles were freed up to focus on …

ACTS 6:4 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer to the ministry of the Word.

It’s such a blessing to me that you as 2nd Street has freed up me and others on our paid staff to pursue these twin priorities of prayer and the ministry of God’s Word.  Yes, we do other things besides pray and teach God’s Word, but PLEASE LISTEN TO ME AND BELIEVE ME WHEN I TELL YOU THAT THESE ARE THE TWO PRIORITIES THAT DRIVE US, THAT FUEL US, THAT GIVE US PASSION, AND THAT SHAPE OUR GOALS.  I want us to close this morning’s teaching time, before we take Communion together, by looking back for just a moment at one of the things Jethro learned during his time with Moses that we read about in vv. 9-11a …

EXODUS 18:9-11a [PARAPHRASE]

9-11a Jethro rejoiced for all the good things the LORD had done to Israel … saying “Blessed be the LORD, who delivered you out of the harsh grip of the Egyptians … Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods.”

We don’t know exactly what kinds of “gods” Jethro was familiar with.  But on this day, as Jethro heard his beloved son-in-law Moses tell him about how Yahweh, the one true God of the Jews, delivered these 2.5 million people out of Egyptian slavery, he’s blown away and realizes that truly Yahweh is greater than all gods.

I imagine that some of you here this morning are wondering about what it means to surrender your life to God and follow Him as His disciple.  Let me clarify what it’s all about.  The Bible lays out for us the uncomfortable truth that we’re all sinners.  In fact it talks about all of us being “slaves to sin”.  And if you’re an honest human being you know this is true.  You know what it is like to do what is wrong.  But the Bible also tells us that God’s only Son, Jesus Christ, came to rescue us from our sin.  In our story of exodus out of slavery to sin, were saved when we surrender our lives over to Jesus Christ, the One the Bible calls “the lamb of God who takes away our sin.”

There are people here this morning that have come into this relationship of redemption with God, and there are people who have not yet come into this relationship of redemption with God … and there are people who are in relationship with God, but who’ve wandered off from Him and whose lives are out of fellowship with God and out of sync with God’s will and God’s plans for their lives.

And the good news is that this morning can be your morning, no matter where you’re at spiritually, to respond to God’s love for you, to God’s choice of you, and to God’s invitation to you to respond to Him and come into relationship with Him and into close intimate fellowship with Him … to be saved.  God wants you to come to the place where you will trust Him with your life.  Will you come home to Him?  Blessed be the Word of the LORD.

COMMUNION …

NEXT SUNDAY GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH EXODUS 19.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING … AND INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN YOU AT 2ND STREET WHO DOESN’T YET HAVE A CHURCH HOME, OR WHO ISN’T YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST.

CONSIDER ATTENDING MORNING DEVOTIONS AT THE 2ND STREET OFFICE THURSDAY FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. TO READ THROUGH AND STUDY THE CHAPTERS IN OUR ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN. 
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Last Sunday we 

saw

 

God 

use

 

Aaron and Hur

 

in a unique way as 

the s

upport system 

Moses needed to carry out his 

unique 

calling from God.  

And this is how God has 

i

nterwoven, interconnected, 

interrelated, and called into interdependence you and 

me, with Him and with one another as we live out our Mission to 

LOVE GOD, LOVE 

P

EOPLE, AND SERVE OUR WORLD

.

 

 

Together 

Moses

, 

Aaron

, 

Hur

, 

Joshua

 

and the 

Israelites

 

w

ere able to do 

together 

w

hat 

none of them could 

ever do alone

 

… and the same is true for you and me in the Body of 

Jesus Christ, the Church today

.

  

And 

this is the truth th

at ushers into

 

EXODUS 18

 

… the 

last chapter of 

EXODUS

 

before the Israelites get to Mt. Sinai where Moses receives the 

Ten Commandments.

  

Here’s how 

Chris Juby summarizes these 27 verses 

on Twitter 

…

 

 

Moses’ father

-

in

-

law Jethro came and offered sacrifices 

to God.  He 

suggested that Moses appoint leaders to help him judge the people.

 

 

-

 

www.biblesummary.info/exodus

 

 

I’ve asked Daniel Kassahn to read 

EXODUS 18

 

for us this morning.  Daniel 

is 

third year, 

undergraduate 

a Biblical Studies major at GFU, and he an

d his

 

wife Virginia and their 

children Isaiah and 

Midelyne

 

began attending 2nd Street 

a couple of

 

years ago now.  

Daniel and Virginia both 

serve as 

t

eachers in our 

NW Adventures

 

Sunday School 

class, 

which is 

held during the first service for our children 2

nd through 5th grade.

 

 

 

EXODUS 18:1

-

27

 

[ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

 

 

1

 

Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father

-

in

-

law, heard of all that 

God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, how the

 

LORD

 

had 

brought Israel out of Egypt.

 

2

 

Now Jethro, Moses' 

father

-

in

-

law, had taken Zipporah, Moses’ wife, 

after he had sent her home,

 

3

 

along with her

 

two sons.  The name of the one was 

Gershom

 

(for he 

said, “I have been a sojourner

 

in a foreign land”),

 

4

 

and the name of the other, 

Eliezer

 

(for he said, “The God of my 

father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pha

raoh”).

 

5

 

Jethro, Moses’ father

-

in

-

law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses 

in the wilderness where he was encamped at the

 

mountain of God.

 

